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THE TOWNSHIP OF TARBUTT
CONSENT AGENDA
FEBRUARY 16, 2022

1. Request from the Central Algoma Freshwater Coalition
Re: Membership Donation

2. Letter from Algoma Public Health dated January 5, 2022
Re: 2022 Municipal Levy

3. Letter from the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Re: Bill 276 changes to the Planning Act

4. Letter dated January 25 from Federal and Provincial Ministers of Agriculture
Re: Wildlife Damage Compensation Program changes

5. FONOM, NOMA, NOSDA News Release dated January 26, 2022
Re: Northern Ontario solutions to the Homelessness, Mental Health and Opioid Crises

6. Resolution dated January 28, 2022 from the City of Brantford
Re: Revolving Door of Justice - Accountability for Sureties and Swift Justice

7. Letter from Dr. Janet McLeod, Primary Care Team for East Algoma
Re: Requesting letter of support Huron Shores Family Health Team

8. Letter from Tribunals Ontario and the Assessment Review Board
Re: Appeals Resolution Strategy Update

9. AMO Communications / Policy Update
Re:. Housing Affordability and Re-examination of Hospital Capital Funding

Recommendation: Be it resolved that correspondence items 1 through 9 on the consent agenda
dated February 16, 2022 be received; and

That Council approves membership with the Central Algoma Freshwater Coalition in the amount
of $250.00; and

That a letter of support be sent to the North Shore Health Network in support of a Huron Shores
Family Health Team.




entral Algoma
Strengthening Central Algoma Together!

Freshwater Coalition
Mayor Lennox Smith & Council, December 16, 2021

I hope you are all safe and healthy. CAFC has been busy despite the pandemic. We have been
meeting on the internet — like most other organizations.

We are seeking support in 2022 and would suggest at our “Blue” Membership level donation
of $250 - $500

In the spring of 2020 and again in 2021 we were able to give away 500 tree seedlings each year
to Central Algoma land owners to plant on their properties.

In 2020 - 2021 we were also able to develop and print 7500 Explore Local — Discover your Sense
of Place Maps. These maps were mailed to every Central Algoma mailbox. The maps are about
non-motorized recreation, but also about the environment, conservation. Protected areas and
stewardship.

In 2019-2020 CAFC developed a booklet and printed 8000 A Guide to Sustainable Living in
Algoma - which was well received and attracted national attention in Cottage Life magazine.
This added to our previous booklet publication A Beaver Management Toolkit.

In 2021-2022 CAFC is developing a new resource in the form of a booklet — Adaptation - Living

in Times of Climate Change in Algoma. This publication will look at climate change impacts and
adaption 2022-2050 in the local area. We will look at modelled changes in hot weather, freeze

thaw days, temperature, precipitation, and agriculture (frost free days, last frost, first frost and
growing days) (Source — www.climateatlas.ca).

We did not seek funding in 2020 or 2021.

We hope CAFC can play a role in shaping a new future of with timely resources for healthy
people, water, environments, and local economy.

Sinc

éemdent

PO Box 88, Bruce Mines, ON, POR 1CO
cafreshwatercoalition@gmail.com
www.centralalgomafreshwatercoalition.ca
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www.algomapublichealth.com

January 5, 2022

Dear Mayor and Council,

RE: Township of Tarbutt & Tarbutt Additional, 2022 Municipal Levy Notice

Please find enclosed your municipality’s share of the Algoma Public Health (APH) 2022 levy
assessment for mandatory cost-shared public health programs.

Municipalities in Ontario have a long history of supporting a strong publically funded public

health system. Your levy assessment helps to support the delivery of public health programs
and services throughout the District of Algoma.

Section 72 (1) of the Health Protection and Promotion Act (HPPA) states that the
obligated municipalities in a health unit shall pay,
(a) The expenses incurred by or on behalf of the board of health of the health unit in
the performance of its functions and duties under the Act or any other Act; and
(b) The expenses incurred by or on behalf of the medical officer of health of the board of
health in the performance of his or her functions and duties under the Act or any other Act.

The following factors were considered when preparing the 2022 operating and capital budget
report: the work of public health throughout 2021, the impact to population health and public
health service delivery; and the cost - both the financial and healthy human resource toll. To
sustain the COVID-19 response and restore programs to address the backlog of services, fifteen (15)
new positions were approved by the APH executive to be included in the 2022 budget, which was
approved by the Board of Health on November 24, 2021. The approved budget results in a 10.0%
increase in the Municipal Levy for the 2022 operating year relative to 2021. Your apportionment of
the levy is based on 2016 Census data provided by Statistics Canada. APH's approved operating

budget reflects a 2.45% overall increase relative to 2021; % :
5271 W

The total 2022 levy amount for The Township of Tarbutt & Tarbutt Additional is $21,484.00. This
amountxgs due and payable in four equal installments, Payment for the first quarter is due January
17,2022, 3nd on the first day of each quarter thereafter. APH strives to provide quality public
healtjﬁerwces in an efficient and cost effective manner. We greatly appreaate and thank you for
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Ministry of Ministére des

Municipal Affairs Affaires municipales biz.]
and Housing et du Logement -
Office of the Minister Bureau du ministre
777 Bay Street, 17" Floor 777, rue Bay, 17° étage ™
Toronto ON M7A 2J3 Toronto ON  M7A 2J3 Ontarlo
Tel.: 416 585-7000 Tél. : 416 585-7000
234-2022-61
Date: January 6, 2022
Subject: Proclamation of the Supporting Recovery and Competitiveness Act,

2021 changes to the control of the division of land, including
subdivision control, plans of subdivision, consents and validations.

As you know, we made Planning Act changes related to control of the division of land,
including subdivision control, plans of subdivision, consents and validations through Bill
276, the Supporting Recovery and Competitiveness Act, 2021, which received Royal Assent
on June 3, 2021. | am writing to confirm that Schedule 24 of Bill 276 and associated
regulations came into force on January 1, 2022.

We are proud to make these changes, which will help save time and money for those
involved in the land division approval process, including municipalities, landowners,
purchasers and some lease holders. Our changes will continue to protect Ontarians when
they buy and sell property, while making the rules of subdivision control clearer and simpler.

To facilitate implementation of the changes to the Planning Act, complementary and
consequential amendments have been made to existing regulations under the Act.

More information about these changes and the feedback we received during our
consultation can be found on the Environmental Registry of Ontario (019-3495 and 019-
3958) and Regulatory Registry (Proposal 21-MMAHO008 and Proposal 21-MMAH015).

The decision notices have now been posted which provide an overview of the regulatory
changes and a summary of the comments we received. We are appreciative of the time
spent to review and provide comments on this proposal. Al comments received have been
carefully considered.

Questions

Some frequently asked questions regarding the Bill 276 changes to the Planning Act are
provided below. Any further questions about the changes to the Planning Act and related
regulations can be directed to ProvincialPlanning@ontario.ca.

Sincerely,

SRS

Steve Clark
Minister



FAQs

Schedule 24 (Planning Act) to Bill 276, the Supporting
Recovery and Competitiveness Act, 2021

What changes will be made to the Planning Act?

e The changes include technical, administrative and policy changes to provisions in
sections 50, 51, 53, 54, 55 and 57 of the Planning Act related to control of the
division of land, as well as other housekeeping or consequential changes.

¢ Upon proclamation, the changes will:

o provide new exceptions to subdivision control and part lot control (i.e.,
exceptions from the need for land division approval) — for example, by
preventing parcels from merging with other lands in certain circumstances

o change the plan of subdivision process ~ for example, by aligning the
requirements for public notice, information, and public meetings with other
instruments under the Act

o change the consent application process — for example, by requiring a
municipality or the Minister, where requested, to issue a certificate for the

retained land in addition to providing a certificate for the lands that are
05\{}*/ subject to the consent application, and
\Qj) o make other changes regarding subdivision control and its related
processes — for example, by requiring that a decision on a validation
conform with the same criteria which are applicable to consents.

What changes will be made with respect to “lot mergers”?
¢ Changes will be made to the subdivision control provisions to prevent lots from
merging where lands were previously owned by, or abutted land previously
owned by, joint tenanere the ownership would have otherwise merged
as a result of the deatfiof one of the joint tenants.

¢ Qutside of a "death of a joint tenant” scenario, lot mergers will continue to occur.

What changes will be made to the consent application process?
» Changes will be made to the consent application process to, for example:
o permit a purchaser of land or the purchaser’s agent to apply for a consent
o establish a new certificate of cancellation
o provide for certificates to be issued in respect of retained land in addition
to the lands that are subject to the consent application
o provide for a standard two-year period during which the conditions of a
consent must be satisfied, and
o permit a consent application to be amended by an applicant prior to a
decision about the consent being made by the consent-granting authority.
* Municipalities may need to modify or update certain administrative processes as
a result of some of these changes.

What is a certificate for retained land?
« Changes to the Planning Act will provide for a consent-granting authority to issue
a certificate for the retained land (the other part of the parcel approved through
the land division process) resulting from certain consents.
¢ This certificate will show that the retained land has “consent” status.

i\



An applicant will need to specify in their application whether they are requesting
a retained land certificate, and if so, require that a statement from a solicitor
confirming the extend of the owner’s retained land be included as part of that
application.

What is a certificate of cancellation?

In some situations, the original consent granted for a parcel of land may no
longer be wanted or needed. This could occur, for example, where a parcel
created by consent may need to be widened to accommodate a driveway. In
these cases, the original consent may need to be cancelled to ensure the revised
parcel will function as a single unit.

Changes to the Planning Act will allow owners to apply to the consent-granting
authority for a certificate of cancellation for a parcel that was previously severed
with a consent. The consent-granting authority may also require the owner to
apply as a condition of approval.

Once a certificate of cancellation is issued, the parcel would be treated as though
the previous consent had not been given. This could mean that the parcel would
merge with neighbouring lands that are owned by the same person.

What considerations need to be applied to validation requests?

A validation can be used in place of obtaining a consent to the contravening
transaction (transfer or other transaction that was made in breach of the Planning
Act requirements) in certain situations; for example, where the landowners at the
time of the contravention are not available to sign the new transfer documents.
The validation allows the validation authority to consider each situation on its
merits and decide whether a request to validate title should be supported. The
validation authority may, as a condition to issuing the validation, impose
conditions as it considers appropriate.
Bill 276 will make changes to require that a decision regarding a validation must
conform with the same criteria which are applicable to consents, for example:
o having regard to provincial interests and the land division criteria set out in
the Planning Act
o ensuring the validation is consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement
and conforms, or does not conflict, with provincial plans, and
o ensuring the validation conforms with all applicable official plans.
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January 25, 2022
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Ontario

Carol Trainor
Clerk/Treasurer
Township of Tarbutt
clerk@tarbutt.ca

Dear Ms. Trainor:

Strengthening the agriculture and agri-food sector is critical to Canada’s economic
growth. In partnership, the Governments of Canada and Ontario are working to deliver
the greatest benefits for farmers, food processors and Canadian families.

As part of these ongoing efforts, we would like to share with you that today we are
boosting the per claim administration payment amount provided to municipalities
through the Ontario Wildlife Damage Compensation Program (OWDCP).

We understand the important role OWDCP plays in supporting farmers by providing
compensation when their livestock and/or poultry has been injured or killed by wildlife,
and to beekeepers whose beehives, bee colonies and related equipment are damaged
by wildlife.

Municipalities are valued partners in delivering the OWDCP, and we appreciate your
commitment to administering this program. In recognition of the crucial role
municipalities play, the payment amount provided to municipalities will increase to $50
per application, from the previous $30, for any application with an injury/kill date of
February 1, 2022 onwards. This increase recognizes that municipalities’ incremental
costs of program delivery have increased because of changes made over the past few
years to strengthen the program.

To ensure a smooth transition date, February 1, 2022, municipalities will be able to
begin accessing the increased payment amount through OWDCP. This coming into
force date will also ensure a smooth transition, as well as minimize any potential errors
in payments or financial reporting.

This timely investment will help to sustain one of the business risk management
supports that our livestock farmers count on to do the invaluable work that they do in
supplying safe, high-quality food for the people of the province.

.
CANADIAN
== AGRICULTURAL . "
=== PARTNERSHIP Ontario @ Canadi

Innovate Grow Prosper
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This initiative builds on other supports extended to the province’s agricultural sector to
protect its progress as we move forward during the COVID-19 pandemic.

We would like to recognize Mayor Kevin Holland, of the Township of Conmee, who has

advocated for these improvements during meetings of the Association of Municipalities
of Ontario (AMO).

Updated program guidelines are available at www.ontario.ca/predation. Should you
have any questions, please contact wildlife.damage@ontario.ca.

Sincerely,

Marie-Claude Bibeau Lisa M. Thompson

Federal Minister of Agriculture Ontario Minister of Agriculture,
and Agri-Food Food and Rural Affairs
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Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities

NOMA, FONOM, and NOSDA met jointly with government at ROMA to discuss the
Mental Health, Addictions, and Homelessness Crisis in the North

For release: January 26, 2022

The Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA), the Federation of Northern Ontario
Municipalities (FONOM), and the Northern Ontario Service Deliverers Association (NOSDA)
Jointly discussed the crisis of Homelessness, Mental Health, and the Opioid Crisis with the
Provincial Government yesterday at the ROMA Conference. NOMA President Wendy Landry,
FONOM President Danny Whalen, and NOSDA Chair Michelle Boileau shared with the six
Provincial Ministers, Associate Minister, and two Parliamentary Assistants the experiences in
our communities. Danny Whalen commented, “having the three organizations coming
together today with over 20 individuals represented on the call shows just how important
this is and the need to address these issues in the North.”

The three organizations shared with government a research paper written by the Northern Policy
Institute titled “Solving the Homelessness, Mental Health and Addictions Crisis in the North”.
This paper provided 8 recommendations: provide long-term funding for capital repairs on
community-housing units, amend the Health Protection and Promotion Act, 1990 to define a
‘Northern Service Hub’ and provide additional funding to these hubs, establish a joint taskforce
to collect data and intelligence on the underlying and systematic retention issues of healthcare
professionals in Northern Ontario, support new and existing ‘Housing First’ programs, support
new and existing Indigenous culturally sensitive community-housing facilities, establish a
‘Northern Mental Health and Addictions Centre of Excellence’ to address the unique challenges
of service and program delivery in Northern Ontario, contract a third-party operator for
interfacility patient transfers to relieve the workload of paramedics, and establish mandated
Mobile Crisis Intervention Teams in municipalities throughout Northern Ontario.

President Wendy Landry commented “it is important to take an all of government approach,
to manage and find made in the North solutions to the Mental Health and Addictions
Crisis”. Michelle Boileau commented, “we want to work with this government to ensure the
right resources are put in the right communities to reach people who need the resources where
they live”, further “above all, we ask that this government recognize municipalities and
NOSDA as a partner in our collective efforts to address the growing mental health and
addiction challenges. ”

The three organizations shared personal experiences from their own communities to paint a
picture of what the mental health, addicitons, and homelessness crisis looks like and how it is
affecting people in every community across Northern Ontario. We are greatly appreciative of all
the hard work and funding the government has given to help those in the North get the support
they need but much more work is needed to ensure every person is receiving the best level of

service regardless of where they live.
S Wty —rfoileed

FONOM President NOMA President NOSDA Chair
Danny Whalen Wendy Landry Michelle Boileau
705-622-2479 807- 626-6686 705-465-5026
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Executive Summary

Urgent action is required to address the homelessness, addiction, and mental
health crisis in Northern Ontario. 2021 homeless enumeration data shows that Sault Ste.
Marie, and the Districts of Kenora, Nipissing, and Cochrane have larger homeless
populations than the five largest municipalities in Ontario. In fact, Thunder Bay and the
District of Cochrane have more than double the homeless populations of Ottawa,
Hamilton, and Waterloo, respectively. More astonishing is the growing number of people
struggling with opioid addiction in Northern Ontario. Extreme spikes in opioid-related
emergency department (ED) visits and deaths in most northern Public Health Units shows
2020 to be the most tragic and deadliest year yet of the opioid crisis. The growing number
of people struggling with homelessness and addiction in Northern Ontario strongly
indicates that there is also a mental health crisis amongst vulnerable populations. This
paper also finds that the mental health crisis is not merely restricted to vulnerable
populations in the North, but rather that Northern Ontarians in general are experiencing

poorer mental health than Ontarians in the rest of the province.

As the homelessness, addiction and mental health crisis worsens in Northern
Ontario, it is clear that current services and programs are not adequately meeting the
needs of northern communities. As the ones ‘on the ground', municipal governments
face tremendous pressure from their tax-bases to solve homelessness, addiction, and
mental health issues in their community but are restricted by tight budgets. A
collaborative approach ought to be taken by the federal, provincial, and municipal
governments in order o solve these issues. In particular, there is opportunity for the
provincial government to support existing community-led services and programs which
align with commitments already made by the provincial government in the 'Roadmap to
wellness'. Provincial support for existing services and programs is an ‘easy win' for all

levels of government against the homelessness, addiction, and mental health crisis.



January 28, 2022

Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)

Sent via email: policy@amo.on.ca

To whom it may concern:

Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the City of Brantford adopted the
following resolution at its City Council meeting held on January 25, 2022:

12.5.2 Addressing the Revolving Door of Justice — Accountability for Sureties and Swift

Justice — Resolution

WHEREAS the City of Brantford has experienced a substantial increase in criminal
activity leaving residents fearful for their personal safety and losing confidence in the
criminal justice system; and

WHEREAS the City of Brantford strives to create vibrant, safe, livable neighbourhoods
in its community; and

WHEREAS concerns continue to be raised by businesses, the post-secondary
institutions in the downtown area and their student bodies, neighbourhood
associations, citizens and others; and

WHEREAS bringing matters related to criminal charges more expeditiously through the
court system will create a greater deterrence to such behaviour, and therefore improve
the safety and security of citizens in this community; and

WHEREAS each year a significant sum of surety money is forfeited further to breaches
of the conditions of judicial interim release orders (“bail”); however, the necessary
steps are not taken to collect this forfeited money, thus leaving a substantial financial
resource unavailable;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

A. THAT Kevin Davis, Mayor of the City of Brantford, on behalf of the Council of
The Corporation of the City of Brantford, correspond with the Honourable
Prabmeet Sarkaria, President of the Treasury Board and the Honourable Doug
Downie, Attorney General of Ontario, insisting that steps be taken immediately
by the government to:

CITY CLERK’S OFFICE  City Hall, 58 Dalhousie Street, Brantford, ON N3T 2J2  P.O Box 818, Brantford, ON N3T 5R7

Phone: (519) 759-4150 Fax: (519) 759-7840 www.brantford.ca
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I. provide additional judicial resources dedicated to Brantford to allow for
matters to move as expeditiously through the court system as possible;
and

ii. provide such additional space and/or technological resources for the local
court to ensure there is adequate space and technological resources to
most efficiently address the significant local caseload and consequently
decrease the time a matter takes to be fully resolved; and

fii. dedicate the required resources to collect the forfeited surety monies and
reinvest that money back into the provincial judicial system; and

B. THAT the City Clerk BE DIRECTED to forward a copy of this resolution to the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM), Ontario Big City Mayors (OBCM) and the list of other
Ontario Municipalities with a request that those municipalities pass similar
resolutions; and

C. THAT the City Solicitor BE DIRECTED to send the letter referenced in Clause A

to Brant County, the Six Nations of the Grand River and the Mississaugas of the
Credit First Nation to determine if they are willing to be signatories to the letter.

[ trust this information is of assistance.

Yours truly,

Tanya Daniels
City Clerk
tdaniels@brantford.ca

cc All Ontario municipalities
Ontario Big City Mayors (OBCM)
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)

CITY CLERK’S OFFICE  City Hall, 58 Dalhousie Street, Brantford, ON N3T 2J2  P.O Box 818, Brantford, ON N3T 5R7
Phone: (519) 759-4150 Fax: (519) 759-7840 www.brantford.ca
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January 27, 2022
Dear Municipal Leaders and Council,

As you are aware, there has been a growing crisis in our local health care system. As of
February 15th, there will be no contracted physicians at the Bruce Mines clinic. One lone
physician has been covering two practices for over a year, and physician assistance by
means of locums has almost dried up. The Thessalon clinic has had only one contracted
physician as well and will be taking over Dr. Lupien's practice in Richards Landing in May,
resulting in no contracted physicians. This will leave thousands of residents without
access to primary care and threatens to close both the clinics and the doors of the
Thessalon Hospital. Reasons leading to this crisis are multifactorial but many of us who
have worked in these local clinics have been informing the Ministry of Health for more
than a decade that this model of providing primary care with a contractual obligation to
also provide emergency and hospital care is not sustainable. The physician workload is
too high and there is no team or administrative support to help them. The pandemic has
finally exposed the weaknesses in the Rural Northern Physician Group Agreements
(RNPGA) that have been in existence since 1996 with no appreciable modification to our
changing healthcare landscape. In 2017 our Rural Health Primary Care working table
developed and submitted a business case to create a model of care that would be more
appealing to recruit and retain physicians. We weren't successful at that time but with the
opportunity that a crisis often creates, we have rewritten the business case to be
submitted within the next two weeks.

The Primary Care Working Table convened in response to the looming crisis in primary
care and the threatened closure of Thessalon Hospital. Many discussions have occurred
between the leadership of the North Shore Health Network, some municipalities, our
Recruitment officer, and individual physicians with the Ministry of Health, Ontario Health
and the Ontario Medical Association. Through these talks a short-term solution to keep
the doors of the Thessalon hospital open has been enacted by contracting with Sault Area
Hospital to provide Emergency Room physicians for 24-hour shifts. This agreement is a
temporary measure that will be evaluated monthly. At this point the Recruitment officer
has been working hard to obtain some coverage of the empty clinic practices with locums
who won't be providing hospital or emergency services. These efforts are helpful in the
short term but there has been no long-term commitment made on behalf of the Ministry
of Health.

Through the discussions with the Ministry, OMA and OHN, it has been suggested that
this is an opportunity to change the Primary Care model for this catchment. We were
made to understand that the only opportunities would be an expansion of an existing
primary care organization, not a new one. With that information we developed a multisite
Family Health Team model that would be an expansion of the Family Health Team in
Blind River. This would bring all of the existing clinics under one administrative umbrella
and Board of Governors. The model includes the addition of Nurse Practitioners, Nurses,
System Navigation, Physiotherapy and Mental Health Providers to be shared among the
four sites. This would help stabilize and enhance the services that are currently only

\2_



physician based. Programs focused on management of Chronic Disease, Care of the
Elderly, access to mental health and addiction services, Falls prevention are built into the
model to align with the goals of the East Algoma Ontario Health Team. Also, with one
multisite FHT, the goal would be to have a well-integrated system with North Shore Health
Network.

We are asking you to help obtain Ministry of Health approval by writing a letter of support.
A template has been attached to make this process helpful for you. This business case
has been endorsed by all the physicians currently working in the three clinics in Richards
Landing, Bruce Mines and Thessalon as well as all the physicians in the Huron Shores
Family Health Team. That in itself reflects how important this is. Any closure of a hospital,
or the loss of physicians has a downstream effect on the remaining clinics and hospitals.
If Matthews ER or the Blind River site experiences a significant uptick in visits due to a
closure of Thessalon clinics and the hospital, it threatens to overload the physicians and
staff and lead to the risk of not retaining the remaining physicians.

We are finalizing the last draft of our business case and are hoping to submit shortly,
preferably by the end of next week. If you agree to supporting our effort, please send your
letter of support to mluukkonen@nshn.care, and dguimond@nshn.care.

Thank Youl!

Sincerely,

Janet

Janet McLeod HBSW MD (retired),

Primary Care Team working group for East Algoma
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February 1, 2022

Mary Ellen Luukkonen
Daniel Guimond
North Shore Health Network

To Whom it May Concern:

The Township of Tarbutt hereby supports the application being put forward for an
enhanced Huron Shore Family Health Team. The model would bring the current RNPGA
medical clinics located in Thessalon, Bruce Mines, and Richards Landing into the Huron
Shores Family Health Team. The end result would be a model that provides an integrated
and collaborative approach to providing primary care to residents in the communities in
the catchment of East Algoma from Serpent River through to Echo Bay.

The model has been developed to address the decade long challenges of recruiting and
retaining physicians willing to work under an RNPGA contract. We are now facing a
foundational collapse of the primary care system in the communities of Thessalon and
Bruce Mines. This will leave many patients without access to primary care. The
downstream effect will be on the North Shore Health Network’s Emergency Departments
located in Blind River, Thessalon, and Richards Landing to provide primary care. The
unattached patients will not receive the level of care they need to address their health
issues.

We are committed to working with all stakeholders to stabilize and enhance access to
primary care for our communities.

Please accept this letter of support. We look forward to the success of this much needed
model for the benefits of the residents in the proposed catchment and the providers who
work tirelessly to provide the best care they can with the extreme challenges they are
now facing.

Sincerely, ‘

N\ e ==

Carol O. Trainor, A.M.C.T.
Clerk/Deputy Treasurer
e-mail: clerk@tarbutt.ca
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MEMORANDUM

TO: ARB Stakeholders

Counsel of the Assessment Bar

Property Tax Representatives

Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC)
Municipalities

FROM: Ken Bednarek, Associate Chair and Kelly Triantafilou, Registrar

DATE: February 4, 2022

SUBJECT: Appeals Resolution Strategy Update — (2017 Assessment Cycle — taxation
years 2022, 2023)

N

The Assessment Review Board (ARB or Board) is committed to fulfilling its mandate of
resolving property assessment disputes within the regular four-year assessment cycle.
However, with the recent announcement through the Fall Economic Statement on November
4, 2021, the general reassessment has been postponed for 2023. As the general
reassessment for the 2021, 2022 and 2023 taxation years has been postponed, the common
understanding is that the current assessment cycle has increased to a seven year
assessment cycle with the valuation date remaining January 1, 2016.

We are writing to advise you of our expectations in resolving appeals before the next
assessment cycle, including newly filed appeals. We recognize that the next assessment
cycle could see an increased number of appeals, resulting in more appeals being
commenced every month.

Current Statistics:

As of January 1, 2022, the Board has a total of 22,340 outstanding appeals against 6,175
properties, broken down as follows:

e 7,505 original assessment appeals
*« 14,835 deemed assessment appeals
e 742 tax appeals

The Board continues to evaluate its caseload and improve processes that were established
at the beginning of 2017. Building on the Board’s successes to date, with a continued focus
on our digital-first approach to providing services, please note the following updates:

*» New Rules of Practice and Procedure came into effect on April 1, 2021. The Board
provided a consultation period from October to November 2020 for stakeholders to
provide feedback and/or recommendations on updates made to the Rules. This
feedback resulted in reducing the schedule of events for the general proceeding

Page 1 of 4
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stream (i.e. all appeals apart from residential, farm or managed forest property) from
66-104 weeks to 40-49 weeks.

e« Commencement Dates, Schedule of Events: The Board is considering a strategy to
assign a last assigned commencement date for each taxation year. This will ensure
that we build in time for the resolution of appeals. The Board is also reviewing the
possibility of no further changes and/or extensions to the schedule of events.

» 2022/2023 Appeals: Upon request, all newly filed appeals for 2022 and 2023 can be
assigned an expedited schedule of events. This schedule would only apply where
there are no current active appeals for a property.

e Hearing Plan Guideline: The Board is currently developing a Hearing Plan Guideline
to establish default allotments of time for examination of a witness (examination in
chief, cross-examination, and reply, as well as any challenges to qualifications of an
expert witness). As part of their settlement conference briefs, parties will be required to
provide the Board with a list of their witnesses. At the settlement conference, a party
may request additional time for examination of a particular witness, which must be
approved by the Board. This measure will ensure efficiency of the hearing process.

o Written Submissions: Effective April 1, 2022 the Board will require that closing
submissions for all general proceeding hearings be made in writing for all hearings
that are scheduled for more than one day. Upon completion of hearing evidence, the
Presiding Member will set a schedule for serving and filing the written submissions.
For hearings scheduled less than one day, and for all summary proceeding hearings
(i.e. appeals classified as residential, farm or managed forest), the requirement to
provide written submissions will be at the discretion of the Presiding Member.

* Legacy Appeals Initiative: The Board is currently reviewing all outstanding appeals
and where there has been no indication of settlement or where timelines appear to
have lapsed, the Board will schedule a full hearing to adjudicate the matter. As of
January 1, 2020, there were approximately 7,600 legacy appeals (i.e. appeals filed
before the 2017-2021 assessment cycle) and at the beginning of this year, only 132
legacy appeals remain.

» Tax Appeals: Where a tax appeal is currently assigned to the general proceeding
stream along with Assessment Act appeals, and the Assessment Act appeals are
resolved, the Board will assign an earlier due date for filing documents to be relied on
at the hearing, and schedule a summary proceeding hearing.

» Deeming: Any appeal proceeding that has not been resolved by March 31, 2022, will
be deemed to have a 2022 appeal. The same principle applies for the 2023 appeals.
All decisions that the Board issues will be applied against all appeals including
deemed appeals.
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e Active Appeals: The Board will continue to review all outstanding appeals to
determine whether a case conference should be scheduled or whether the Board can
set tighter timelines for the appeals.

e Hearing Months Assigned: All current appeals assigned to be heard by general or
summary proceeding have been assigned a hearing month. Where a hearing is
necessary, the parties are expected to proceed with the hearing by the assigned
hearing month. Parties may request a hearing at a later date by completing an
Expedited Board Directions Form. This request must be submitted within one week of
the completion of the settlement conference. Where the request is granted, the Board
will schedule the hearing event.

» Hearing Timelines: All current appeal proceedings assigned to be heard by general
proceeding, which are not resolved at the Mandatory Meeting stage, will be scheduled
to a settlement conference within eight weeks of the Mandatory Meeting Form due
date. If the appeal is not resolved at the settlement conference, the hearing will be
scheduled within eight weeks. Unless the parties have complied with the Board's
Rules to elect to obtain additional expert reports, the Board requires that all parties
complete all their pre-hearing work, including the exchange of disclosure, no later than
the due date for filing the Mandatory Meeting Form.

» E-filing: Remember to e-file your appeals. Effective January 1, 2022, the Board only
accepts e-filed assessment appeals and emailed tax appeals.

* Appeal Payment Options: Effective January 1, 2022, the ARB will no longer accept
payment by way of certified cheques or money orders. The use of personal cheques
was discontinued earlier this year.

» Ongoing Digital Improvements: Where it can, the Board will continue to reduce the
use of paper documents, improve and update its processes and systems, work with
parties to modernize the transfer of information, and explore ways to improve the use
technology to provide faster and more efficient services.

» Efficiencies: The Board is currently undertaking a full review of its processes and
timelines. It is also evaluating the current cycle and will establish new metrics to
measure the effectiveness and timely resolution of appeals before the next cycle.

Expectations:

The Board’s goal based on the Government's announcements through the Economic
Statement March 2020, Ontario Budget 2021 and the Fall Economic Statement November
2021, is to resolve at least 90% of all appeals before the beginning of the next assessment
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cycle. The Board expects that all parties will continue to work collaboratively to negotiate a
resolution of their appeals.

The Board requests that all representatives review their active caseloads to assess whether
there is any opportunity to expedite the completion of an appeal proceeding. If so, please
contact the Registrar or submit a request for an Expedited Board Direction.

The Board will, where necessary, start scheduling hearings to ensure that appeals are
adjudicated, and the matter is resolved.

As the next assessment cycle approaches, the Board will issue an updated Appeals
Resolution Strategy for Active Appeals. The Board looks forward to working with all
stakeholders to resolve appeals in a timely manner and appreciates your commitment and
dedication in achieving this goal.

Thank you
Ken Bednarek Kelly Triantafilou
Associate Chair Registrar
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AMO Policy Update — Housing Affordability Task
Force Report and Call to Re-examine Hospital Capital
Funding

Housing Affordability Task Force Report Released

The province has now released the Housing Affordability Task Force report. It
contains the Task Force’s recommendations to increase the supply of market housing
to address the housing crisis.

The Task Force report’s recommendations include five main areas to quickly increase
the supply of market housing, to meet a goal of adding 1.5 million homes over the next -
10 years. These areas include:

« making changes to planning policies and zoning to allow for greater density and
increase the variety of housing;

« reduce and streamline urban design rules to lower costs of development;

» depoliticize the approvals process to address NIMBYism and cut red tape to
speed up housing;

» prevent abuse of the appeal process and address the backlog at the Ontario
Land Tribunal by prioritizing cases that increase housing; and

« align efforts between all levels of government to incentivize more housing.

Additionally, the Task Force report makes other recommendations to increase housing
supply over the long-term, including to digitize and modernize the approvals and
planning process, grow the skilled labour workforce, and encourage new pathways to
home ownership.
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The province will be consulting further with municipal governments, the public, and the
housing industry. In the next 10 days, AMO will be submitting our consolidated
housing affordability recommendations, as approved by the AMO Board of Directors,
to Minister Clark and the province for their consideration on their next steps on
housing affordability.

Call to Re-examine Hospital Capital Funding

AMO’s 2022 Pre-Budget Submission included a number of municipal priorities for the
upcoming provincial budget including re-examining the local funding of provincial
hospitals. The submission highlights the impact of the “local share” capital donations
in funding provincial hospital construction and expansion. The “local share”
requirements have fiscal implications for municipal governments pressured to fill
funding gaps to get hospital projects off the ground. AMO’s submission calls on the
provincial government to re-evaluate this approach.

If your municipal council would like to add its support, please see the resolution for
your council’s consideration.

*Disclaimer: The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) is unable to provide any warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness
of third-party submissions. Distribution of these items does not imply an endorsement of the views, information or services mentioned.
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