Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board
May 27t 2025
Agenda
Location: Tarbutt Council Chambers
27 Barr Road South
Time: 7:00 p.m.

A. Routine Matters:
1. Call to order 7:00 p.m.
2. Declaration of conflict/pecuniary interest
3. Approval of Minutes (April 227 2025)
4. Staff/Members reports

B. Old Business:
1. PPS Prime Ag General Policies
2. MEMO-LEAR Study Results
3. GIC information

C. New Business:
1. Application for Consent
J2025-02 Applicant(s): Jossiah & Rebecca Weber

D. Information:
1. Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness re; Agricultural System

Implementation

E. Seminars/Meetings:

F. Newsletters/Bulletins:

G. Adjournment:




DESBARATS to ECHO BAY PLANNING BOARD

April 227 2025
Regular Meeting

Present: Lynn Orchard, Chair, Lennie Smith, Terence Grahan, Reg McKinnon, Jason
Koivisto

Staff: Jared Brice, Jean Palmer

Visitors: List Attached

No conflict of interest was declared at this time.

The following minutes are comprised of resolutions and the Secretary-Treasurer’s
interpretation of the meeting,.

Res.: 21-2025 Reg McKinnon, Jason Koivisto
Be it resolved that the Board opens their regular meeting at 7:25 p.m. (cd)

Res.: 22-2025 Reg McKinnon, Terence Graham
The Planning Board accepts the Minutes of March 25% 2025 as presented. (cd)

Res.: 23-2025 Jason Koivisto, Reg McKinnon
That the Planning Board gives provisional consent to Application E2025-01.
Applicant(s): Jordan Henderson with attached conditions and notes. (cd)

Res.: 24-2025 Jason Koivisto, Terence Graham
That the Planning Board approves the Budget presented for 2025. (cd)

Res.: 25-2025 Reg McKinnon, Terence Graham

That the Planning Board meeting adjourns at 7:45 pm until the next scheduled meeting or
at the call of the Chair. (cd)

Date:

Chair: Secretary-Treasurer:
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4.3 Agriculture

4.3.1 General Policies for Agriculture

1. Planning authorities are required to use an agricultural system approach, based on provincial
guidance, to maintain and enhance a geographically continuous agricultural land base and
support and foster the long-term economic prosperity and productive capacity of the agri-food
network.

2. As part of the agricultural land base, prime agricultural areas, including specialty crop areas, shall
be designated and protected for long-term use for agriculture.

3. Specialty crop areas shall be given the highest priority for protection, followed by Canada Land
Inventory Class 1, 2, and 3 lands, and any associated Class 4 through 7 lands within the prime
agricultural area, in this order of priority. '

4.3.2 Permitted Uses

1. In prime agricultural areas, permitted uses and activities are: agricultural uses, agriculture-related
uses and on-farm diversified uses based on provincial guidance.

Proposed agriculture-related uses and on-farm diversified uses shall be compatible with, and shall
not hinder, surrounding agricultural operations. Criteria for these uses may be based on
provincial guidance or municipal approaches, as set outin municipal planning documents, which
achieve the same objectives.

2. In prime agricultural areas, all types, sizes and intensities of agricultural uses and normal farm
practices shall be promoted and protected in accordance with provincial standards.

3. New land uses in prime agricultural areas, including the creation of lots and new or expanding
livestock facilities, shall comply with the minimum distance separation formulae.

4. A principal dwelling associated with an agricultural operation shall be permitted in prime
agricultural areas as an agricultural use, in accordance with provincial guidance, except where
prohibited in accordance with policy 4.3.3.1.c).
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5 Where aresidential dwelling is permitted on a lot in a prime agricultural area, up to two
additional residential units shall be permitted in accordance with provincial guidance, provided
that, where two additional residential units are proposed, at least one of these additional
residential units is located within or attached to the principal dwelling, and any additional
residential units:

a) comply with the minimum distance separation formulae;

b) are compatible with, and would not hinder, surrounding agricultural operations;

c) have appropriate sewage and water services;

d) address any public health and safety concerns;

e) are of limited scale and are located within, attached, or in close proximity to the
principal dwelling or farm building cluster; and

f) minimize land taken out of agricultural production.

Lots with additional residential units may only be severed in accordance with policy 4.3.3.1.c).

6. For greater certainty, the two additional residential units that are permitted on a lot in a prime
agricultural area in accordance with policy 4.3.2.5 are in addition to farm worker housing
permitted as an agricultural use.

4.3.3 Lot Creation and Lot Adjustments

1. Lot creation in prime agricultural aregs is discouraged and may only be permitted in accordance
with provincial guidance for:

a) agricultural uses, provided that the lots are of a size appropriate for the type of
agricultural use(s) common in the area and are sufficiently large to maintain flexibility
for future changes in the type or size of agricultural operations;

b) agriculture-related uses, provided that any new lot will be limited to a minimum size
nee ommoda a priate s e services;

¢} one ential lot ol onfora e to an
agricultural operation, provided that:

1. the new lot will be limited to a minimum size needed to accommodate the
use and appropriate sewage and water services; and

2. the planning authority ensures that new dwellings and additional residential
units are prohibited on any remnant parcel of farmland created by the
severance. The approach used to ensure that no new dwellings or additional
residential units are permitted on the remnant parcel may be recommended
by the Province, or based on municipal approaches that achieve the same
objective; and

d) infrastructure, where the facility or corridor cannot be accommodated through the
use of easements or rights-of-way.

2. Lot adjustments in prime agricultural areas may be permitted for legal or technical reasons
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3. The creation of new residential lots in prime agricultural areas shall not be permitted, except in
accordance with policy 4.3.3.1.c).

4.3.4 Removal of Land from Prime Agricultural Areas

1. Planning authorities may only exclude land from prime agricultural areas for expansions of or
identification of settlement areas in accordance with policy 2.3.2.

4.3.5 Non-Agricultural Uses in Prime Agricultural Areas

1. Planning authorities may only permit non-agricultural uses in prime agricultural areas for:

a) extraction of minerals, petroleum resources and mineral aggregate resources; or
b) limited non-residential uses, provided that all of the following are demonstrated:
1. the land does not comprise a specialty crop area;
2. the proposed use complies with the minimum distance separation formulae;
3. there is an identified need within the planning horizon identified in the
official plan as provided for in policy 2.1.3 for additional land to
accommodate the proposed use; and
4. alternative locations have been evaluated, and
i. there are no reasonable alternative locations which avoid prime
agricultural areas; and
ii. there are no reasonable alternative locations in prime agricultural areas
with lower priority agricultural lands.

2. Impacts from any new or expanding non-agricultural uses on the agricultural system are to be
avoided, or where avoidance is not possible, minimized and mitigated as determined through an
agricultural impact assessment or equivalent analysis, based on provincial guidance.

4.3.6 Supporting Local Food and the Agri-food Network

1. Planning authorities are encouraged to support local food, facilitate near-urban and urban
agriculture, and foster a robust agri-food network.

4.4 Minerals and Petroleum

4.4.1 General Policies for Minerals and Petroleum
1. Minerals and petroleum resources shall be protected for long-term use.
4.4.2 Protection of Long-Term Resource Supply

1. Mineral mining operations and petroleum resource operations shall be identified and protected
from development and activities that would preclude or hinder their expansion or continued use

or which would be incompatible for reasons of public health, public safety or environmental
impact.
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Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board
C/o Tarbutt Township Office
27 Barr Road South R.R.#1 Desbarats,
Ontario, POR 1E0

MEMO

Date: May 27, 2025
To: Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board
From: Jared Brice, Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board Secretary-Treasurer

Subject: LEAR Study Results - Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board Region Joint Official
Plan

The 2024 Provincial Planning Statement (PPS) requires prime agricultural areas to be identified
and designated in municipal official plans. As per the PPS, planning authorities are required to
use an agricultural system approach, based on provincial guidance, to maintain and enhance a
geographically continuous agricultural land base.

The Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board (Planning Board) have been working in consultation
with J.L. Richards and Associates (JLR) to undertake a new joint Official Plan for the following
municipalities that comprise the Planning Board region:

o The Township of Macdonald, Meredith and Aberdeen Additional
e The Township of Laird

o The Township of Tarbutt

e The Township of Johnson

Early consultation between JLR and the approval authority (the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing) provided a recommendation to the Planning Board to review the designation of prime
agricultural areas in line with the methodology approved by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA).

What is a LEAR

The LEAR methodology provides the steps to municipalities and planning authorities for
identifying agricultural areas that should be preserved under the Provincial Policy Statement
2024 (PPS) issued under Ontario’s Planning Act.

The LEAR, developed by OMAFRA, uses quantitative data to calculate the agricultural suitability
of lands based on soil capability as well as other factors that affect agricultural potential, within
the context of a given jurisdiction. LEAR score individual land parcels based on their agricultural
potential whereby high-scoring parcels have the greatest agricultural potential.

LEARSs also establishes a score threshold. Parcels that score below the established score
threshold are typically considered as poor candidates for Prime Agricultural Areas designation.
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Conversely, parcels that score above the established threshold are typically considered as
generally viable candidates for designation.

The LEAR process provides authorities with jurisdiction a sufficient starting point for designating
Prime Agricultural Areas. For instance, a parcel can have a high LEAR score but may not be
designated as a Prime Agricultural Area. There are several other factors that influence the role
in the identification of Prime Agricultural Areas including field verification, property
owner/community feedback, additional reports and analysis and other planning priorities.

Each LEAR evaluation has two key components:

1. Land Evaluation (LE), which assesses inherent soil and climatic conditions for
agriculture. OMAFRA's CLI mapping is used to identify and compare the agricultural
capability for common field crops.

2. Area Review (AR), which considers other factors important to agricultural potential such
as fragmentation of the land base and how land is used.

Scores from the LE and AR components are weighted and combined to provide an

overall LEAR score for each evaluation unit in the study area. The highest scoring evaluation
units represent areas with the greatest agricultural potential. Additional analysis and criteria are
involved in delineating prime agricultural areas, including mapping areas with high LEAR scores
to identifiable boundaries.

Methodology

The LEAR methodology for the Planning Board was developed using the Ontario Ministry of
Agriculture (OMAFRA) Agricultural Systems Mapping Method technical document — January
2018

A) Background Data and Research - (see Appendices for Figures)

As required by OMAFRA, the Canada Land Inventory (CLI) Soil Capacity Classification dataset
was used to evaluate soils in the Planning Board region. The Canada Land Inventory is a
comprehensive multi-disciplinary land inventory of rural Canada. The CLI layer was originally
based on soil surveys from the 1920’s to 1990’s and is subject to a continuously improving
strategy. The CLI agriculture product shows the varying potential of a specific area for
agricultural production. It indicates the classes and subclasses according to the Soil Capability
Classification of Agriculture, which is based on characteristics of the soil as determined by soill
surveys. Of the seven classes used to rate agricultural land capability Class 1 lands have the
highest and Class 7 lands the lowest capability to preserve and strengthen agricultural land use
activities.

Starting in 2009, the Earth Observation Team of the Science and Technology Branch (STB) at
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) began the process of generating annual crop type
digital maps in support of a national crop inventory. To date this approach can consistently
deliver a crop inventory that meets the overall target accuracy of at least 85% at a final spatial
resolution of 30m. Satellite imagery acquired over a single growing season are used to develop
a crop inventory each year. An algorithm using known crop types is used to identify the most
likely crop type in each field. The AAFC National Annual Crop Inventory provides spatial data
outlining areas in agricultural use.
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B) Land Evaluation and Area Review Overview

Evaluation Unit

Within the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture (OMAFRA) Agricultural Systems Mapping Method
technical document, each evaluation unit is 100 metres long by 100 metres wide (1 hectare).
These evaluation units form a reliable control grid spanning the Planning Board area in line with
the OMAFRA approved methodology. In the context of the LEAR for the Planning Board region,
the method of using a grid of consistently sized evaluation units was selected as the best option
as the grid method is recommended by OMAFRA and is rigorous within geographic contexts of
and survey patterns of the Planning Board area.

Evaluation Area

The intent to identify prime agricultural areas is to protect large, contiguous areas for agricultural
uses. As part of the process it is important to identify large, contiguous areas, the LEAR scored
each evaluation unit based on the characteristics of the evaluation unit and its surrounding
evaluation area. As shown below, the evaluation area can be considered as a 750 m buffer
around each evaluation unit.

Figure 1: Evaluation Unit and Evaluation Area within the Planning Board area
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C) Score Waiting Ratio

OMAFRA has consistently recommended weighting the LE component as, at minimum, 50 per
cent of the total LEAR score. It is appropriate to weight the LE score more heavily because
provincial policies emphasize the importance of land capability for agriculture when defining
prime agricultural areas (e.g. the definition of prime agricultural areas focuses on areas where
prime agricultural lands predominate). For the above reasons and in consultation with JLR, the
Planning Board LEAR is based on an LE:AR ratio of 60 (LE) to 40 (AR). The AR factors
selected are Factor 2: Agricultural production (30 points) and Factor 3: Parcel fragmentation (10
points). The factors and weightings selected for the Planning Board LEAR are outlined in Figure
2.

Figure 2: Factors and Weighting of Planning Board LEAR

D) Selected Land Evaluation (LE)
Factor 1: Land Capability (60 points)

As mandated by OMAFRA, the Canada Land Inventory (CLI) Soil Capacity Classification
dataset was used to evaluate soils in the Planning Board region. Consistent with OMAFRA
requirements, the following scoring scheme was used:

Table 1: Canada Land Inventory Soil Capacity Classification to total LE score (60 points)

CLI Land Classification | CLI Score (field crop points) | Total Score (/60 points)
Class 1 1 60
Organics 0.9 54
Class 2 0.9 54
Class 3 0.8 48
Class 4 0.6 36
Class 5 0.4 24
Class 6 0.2 12
Class 7 0 0
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E) Area Review (AR)
Factor 2: Percentage of Land Agriculture

The definition of prime agricultural areas includes areas where there is a local concentration of
farms which exhibit characteristics of ongoing agriculture. The area of land that is in agricultural
production is an excellent indicator of agricultural potential. The Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada (AAFC) annual crop was used to determine whether and to what extent the evaluated
areas are actively used for agriculture

The Factor 2 score is based on the percentage area in agriculture, calculated by the following
equation:

Area of Agriculture Production * 100 = % area in agriculture
Evaluation area (256 ha)

The percentage of Agriculture is then multiplied by the weight factor of 2 (30 points).

Figure 3: Agriculture Canada Annual Crop (AAFC) Inventory 2022
Factor 3: Fragmentation (10 points)

Provincial policies discourage lot creation in prime agricultural areas. Reducing fragmentation,
preventing conflicting uses and retaining larger agricultural parcel sizes are all important to
retain flexibility for agriculture in the long-term. At a broader landscape scale, fragmentation of
the agricultural land base into smaller parcels increases the risk of conversion of agricultural
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land to non-agricultural uses and may result in less affordable land values per acre for
agricultural land and conflicting uses. Fragmentation can lead to incompatible land-uses that
can limit agricultural uses in areas where farmland predominates.

Fragmentation was assessed by counting the number of parcel centroids within the evaluation
area surrounding each evaluation unit. Each centroid is located at the centre of each parcel.
The distribution of scores was then converted to percentiles and multiplied by the weight of the
factor (10 points) to contribute to the final score.

Figure 4: Fragmentation Assessment
F) Total Score

The total Score for each evaluation unit is calculated by adding Factor 1, 2 and 3 together giving
a total out of 100.

G) Selected Threshold Value

Possible scores for evaluation units ranged from 0 to 100. Each evaluation unit is categorized
as high, medium or low scores. High scores are equal to or above 70 points; Medium scores are
between 60 and 70 points; and low scores are below 60 points. High and medium score
evaluation units were grouped together to create 250 ha or larger agriculture blocks. Further
when identifying the Agricultural area OMAFRA suggests they should be delineated to an
identifiable boundary such as a lot line roadway or watercourse and the agriculture areas should
include the smaller low score evaluation unit areas that sit inside the larger agriculture blocks.
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1) Agricultural Advisory Committee

On September 26", 2023, the Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board approved implementing
an Agricultural Advisory Committee to assist in the refinement of Prime Agricultural Areas using
the OMAFRA approved Land Evaluation Area Review (LEAR) methodology. A total of eight
members comprised the committee. A member of the Board from each Township and a Farmer
appointed by each municipality was chosen with consideration the Terms of Reference for the
Agricultural Advisory Committee.

The results were shared with the Agricultural Advisory Committee. The knowledge and
recommendations of Agricultural Advisory Committee were noted to refine the initial GIS
evaluation of Prime Agricultural Areas.

The Agricultural Advisory Committee met six times from December 2023 through to May 2024.
Paper copies of maps were provided at each meeting and the committee reviewed and made
recommendations for additions and areas to be removed from the Prime Agricultural Areas.
Members were encouraged to ground-truth the GIS results and utilize their knowledge to provide
a more comprehensive review from an agricultural standpoint.

J) Municipal Input

The recommendations of Prime Agricultural Areas were shared with each municipality within the
Planning Board area. Each Council(s) provided input to the LEAR study review undertaken and
in generally were in favour of the draft designations.

K) J.L. Richards and Associates — Recommended Additions

The Draft Prime Agricultural Designations were then shared with Planners at J.L. Richards for
review. J.L. Richards provided additional recommendations for Prime Agricultural Areas in all four
Townships that comprise the Planning Board. The recommendations were shared with each
member municipality for reconsideration. Each municipality re-reviewed the Prime Agricultural
Areas proposed within their Township. Most of the recommended additions were included in the
Prime Agricultural Areas.

Next Steps

e Planning Board approves LEAR study and Agriculture boundary
e LEAR Agriculture boundary integrated with the Draft Official Plan
o Draft Official Plan will be circulated to Province and other stakeholders and agencies

Jared Brice
Secretary-Treasurer
























5/23/25, 11:06 AM Mail - Jean Palmer - Outlook g, ;1A

Shaw, Christina<Christina.Shaw@cibc.com>
TJo: 7 Jean Palmer

O 0o o O
Thu 22/05/2025 1:04 PM

Hello Jean,

Th a When will the funds be ired? Is there a
ch e have Locked in GIC opt as well as flexible
Gl | low.

up until the day of the withdrawal.

*subject to change™
Locked In

12 months 2.7%
18 months 2.7%
24 months 2.75%

Flexible
12 months 2.00%

T mu her G if you
p rov ned b ing aut
a the

Please let me know if you have any further questions.

Thank you,

Christina Shaw, (she, her)| Associate R

de to pr with a GIC hase,
ies with ics includin ch

https://outlook.ofﬁce.com/maillsentitems/id/AAQkADk4MDJINjYOLTVIMTktNGMyNS1 hOTI1 LWJijAyYmZijliYQAQAGyS%ZBtUeOOY9rsSIhaEbVOg
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. : Application for Consent
Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board Under Section 53 of the Planning Act

Office Use Only

File Numbe CAS - :
ss of the Application e Number ;71 S (RSN

of the Application Fooll Number Y p
Appendix D: Notes to Applicants Date Submitted
In this form the term "subject’ means the land to be Date Recewved

severed and‘or the land to be retained Sign Issued

Please Print and Please Complete or Checl-Mark Apprepiate Box isi. Please use ink. not pencil.

1. Applicant Infornation

il Marne of Applicant . Home Telephone No.  Business Telephone No.
Jossiah Weber <1 {Qg é{(’ Ca M/g[y@/
Address Postal Code
4534 Government Road POR 1E0

12 This section is for the name of Owner s) if different than the applicart. An owner's authorization is
required in Section 11.1

of Owner (s) Home Telephone No  Business Telephone No.
Address Postal Cade

13 Name of person who 1s to be contacted, and to recetve any carrespondence, about the application, if
different than the applicant This may bea person or firm actmg on hehalf of the applicant.

Name of Contact Person Home Telephone No  Business Telephone No
Hunter Waugh 705-323-2047
Address Postal Code Fax Na.

207 Northern Avenue E. Sault Ste. Marie P6A 4HS

= Location of the Subject Land

11 District Local Municipality  Section or Mininig Location Civic #
Al goma Tohnson
Concession Number (s) er ok
3 N1/2LT6 N1/2LT6
No Part (s Name of Sireet/Road Other Identifier

PCZ L 07 ‘-* 0ld Mill Road

Are there any easements or restrictive covenants affecting the subject land?
Na Yes (describe below the easerent or covenant and its effect)

[ =]
|3

Page 1



2]

31
Tramsfer: Creation of a new lot Addiion to a lot An Easement D OthetPurpose
Other: DA charge 4 lease A correction of title
3.2 Name of person (s}, if known, to whom land or interest in land is to be transferred, leased or charged:
' Jossiah Weber
3.3 If a lot addition, identify the lands to which the parcel will be added: Roll #
Description
4. Description of Subject Land and Servicing Information (Complete each subsection) ‘Q(,\)\%(}\
41 Description Severed Re
Frontage (m.) M
Depth Irregular) M
Area
i? Use of Property Existing Use (s) Agricultural
ed Use Rural Residential
43 or Existing None None
Structures sed Single Family Residental Home
i4 cess Provincial
(check Municipal road,
appropriate maintained all year ¥4
space) .
Municipal road,
seasonally maintained
Other public road
Right of way
Water access
{Seehlote =1}
Note =1: section 9.1, the parking and doclan 5 to be used and the approximate distance
flities from the subject land and the ublic road
45 Water Publicly owned and operated
{check piped water supply
appropriale Privately owned and operated
Space) individual well P ¢
Privately owrned and operated
communal well
Lake or othet water body
Other means
16 Sewage Disposal Publicly owned and operated
{check sanitary sewage system
appropriate Privately owned and operated
Space) individual tank
Privately owned and operated
communal septic system
Note 22: 4 certificate of the local Health or of the and Energy

Weber J2025 02

. Purpose of this Application

Type and purpose of proposed transaction (check appropriate hox)

submitted with this application will facilitate the review

Section 4 continued on next Page
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General information

Application date
Apr 9, 2025

Applicant contact information
Jossiah and Rebecca Weber
4534 Government Road
Desbarats, ON

POR 1EQ

Municipal file number
J2025-02 Weber Consent

Location of subject lands

District of Algoma

Township of Johnson

JOHNSON

Concession 3, Lot 6

Roll number: 5716000003031000000

AgriSuite

Proposed application
Lot creation for a maximum of three non-
agricultural use lots



Calculations
Adjacent Existing Barn

Farm contact information
Edwin Martin

302 McKinnon Side Road
Desbarats, ON

POR 1EQ

Livestock/manure summary

Manure

Form Type of livestock/manure

Solid

Location of existing livestock facility or
anaerobic digestor

District of Algoma

Township of Johnson

JOHNSON

Concession -, Lot 6

Roll number: 5716000000300200000

Existing maximum
number

Dairy, Milking-age Cows (dry or milking) Medium Frame 1

(455 - 545 kg) (eg. Guernseys), Tie Stall

Solid

Solid
offspring & replacements

Solid
unweaned offspring)

Setback summary

Existing manure storage
Design capacity 52.8 NU
Potential design capacity 158.5NU

Factor A (odour potential) 0.71
Factor D (manure type) 0.7

Beef, Feeders (7 - 16 months), Yard/Barn 20

Sheep, Ewes & rams (dairgl operation; includes unweaned 150

Horses, Large-framed, mature; > 680 kg (including 14

V1. Solid, inside, bedded pack

Total lot size
136 ac

Existing maximum
number (NU)

1.2NU

6.7 NU

25NU

20 NU

Factor B (design capacity) 371
Factor E (encroaching land use) 1.1

Estimated livestock
barn area

90 ft2

900 ft2

3450 ft2

4550 ft2

Building base distance 'F' (A x B x D x E)
(minimum distance from livestock barn)

203 m (666 ft)

Actual distance from livestock barn NA

Storage base distance 'S' 203 m (666 ft)

(minimum distance from manure storage)

Actual distance from manure storage NA

Preparer signoff & disclaimer

Preparer contact information

Jared Brice

Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board
27 Barr Road South

Desbarats, ON

POR 1EQ

705-782-6776

admin@tarbutt.ca















Ministry of Agriculture, Ministére de I’Agriculture,

Food and Agribusiness de I’Alimentation et de I’Agroentreprise
2nd Floor 2¢ étage

1 Stone Road West 1, rue Stone ouest

Guelph, Ontario N1G 4Y2 Guelph (Ontario) N1G 4Y2

Tel: 519-830-0300 Tél. : 519-830-0300

Policy Division
Food Safety and Environmental Policy Branch

April 15, 2025

To: All municipalities in Ontario (Planning Department and/or Clerk’s Office)
Re: Agricultural System Implementation

Dear municipal partners,

The Provincial Planning Statement (PPS, 2024) came into effect on October 20, 2024.
To help foster a thriving agri-food sector, the PPS (2024) requires an Agricultural
System approach province-wide, which strives to protect the agricultural land base and
strengthen the viability of the agri-food network. Implementing an Agricultural System
approach can help support agri-food businesses, farm operations, related employment
and economic opportunities, and protect Ontario’s highest quality farmland.

The PPS, 2024 Agricultural System approach includes two components: 1. the
identification of the agricultural land base; and 2. the consideration of the agri-food
network — which may include infrastructure, services and assets that the agri-food
sector relies on.

To support municipalities in their implementation of an Agricultural System approach,
the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness (OMAFA) has the following
resources:

1: Agricultural Land Base Resources

To implement the agricultural land base, municipalities are required to identify and
designate prime agricultural areas and consider if there are rural lands that could also
be identified as part of an agricultural land base. Inclusion of rural lands within the
agricultural land base is left to municipal discretion.

To support this work, OMAFA has data and information available upon request that can
help municipalities identify where prime agricultural areas and rural lands are present.

While there is no requirement to utilize this data and information in identifying municipal
designations, it can help to provide a basis that municipalities can then refine based on
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local information, such as municipally-designated prime agricultural areas and
settlement area boundaries.

The existing OMAFA Implementation Procedures for the Agricultural System (2020)
continue to provide helpful guidance with respect to what/how municipalities can
address Agricultural System policies in their respective official plans. It is important to
note that given section 5.3 of the Greenbelt Plan, 2017 has not been modified, the 2018
provincial agricultural land base mapping and implementation procedures remains in
effect for the Protected Countryside of the Greenbelt. OMAFA staff are developing
updated Implementation Procedures for the Agricultural System to align with the PPS
(2024) and will provide notice once these updates have been finalized.

2: Agri-food Network Resources

The second component of the Agricultural System is the agri-food network. It
complements and supports the agricultural land base. The agri-food network includes
the regional infrastructure and transportation networks, agricultural operations, services,
and other agri-food assets that are needed to sustain and enhance agriculture and the
prosperity and viability of the broader agri-food sector.

The OMAFA Agricultural System Portal maps elements of the agri-food network,
however, unlike prime agricultural areas, the agri-food network is not a land use
designation within an official plan. Rather, awareness of, and support for the agri-food
network is documented in an official plan for economic development purposes and can
be achieved in several ways. This could include reference to local elements identified in
asset mapping reports, or an inventory of components of the agri-food network in an
official plan appendix. Other supportive approaches include policy cross-references to
mapping and data tools, including OMAFA'’s Agricultural System Portal, the
development of Agricultural Advisory Committees, supportive economic development
policies for the agri-food network, and cross-references to Economic Development
staff/programs.

Moving Forward

OMAFA staff will continue to work with municipalities to support implementation of the
PPS 2024 Agricultural System policies. As such, we are pleased to share that as part of
broader modernization efforts, the Ministry is embracing an ‘evergreen’ approach for
maintaining and enhancing Ontario’s digital soil mapping data.

As an example, improved topography/slope information available through new
technology will be incorporated in a forthcoming digital update of the existing Canada
Land Inventory (CLI) mapping for agricultural soil. As it becomes available, this new
information is being applied to CLI ratings across Ontario. OMAFA is committed to
making ongoing improvements to ensure CLI data is as accurate as possible. The work
currently underway is anticipated to be completed in 2026/27. Until any future release of
updated data, municipalities can continue using existing agricultural capability mapping
(i.e., CLI ratings).
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https://www.ontario.ca/files/2023-07/omafra-implement-procedures-ag-systems-greater-golden-horseshoe-en-2023-07-25.pdf
https://agriculture-systems-portal-ontarioca11.hub.arcgis.com/

When you embark on implementing an Agricultural System approach or
updating/refining existing official plan mapping, please contact OMAFA staff to discuss
the data that may be available to support your project. You can locate OMAFA land use
planning staff on OMAFA’s website. Below you will find a summary list of the additional
resources related to Agricultural System planning and implementation.

Please share this correspondence with the appropriate planning and economic
development department staff in your municipality.

Sincerely,

Andrea Martin
Director
Food Safety and Environmental Policy Branch

Resources

Provincial Planning Statement, 2024

Implementation Procedures of the Agricultural System

A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2019
Agricultural Systems Portal

OMAFA Agricultural land use planning staff

Economic tools

Canada Land Inventory information for Agricultural Land Use Planning in Ontario
Soil Capability for Agriculture in Ontario
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https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/02d02d9fbbbb40a6b88df209a5a08b86
https://www.ontario.ca/page/provincial-planning-statement-2024
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2023-07/omafra-implement-procedures-ag-systems-greater-golden-horseshoe-en-2023-07-25.pdf
https://files.ontario.ca/mmah-greater-golden-horseshoe-place-to-grow-english-15may2019.pdf
https://agriculture-systems-portal-ontarioca11.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/agricultural-land-use-planning-staff
https://www.ontario.ca/page/agricultural-land-use-planning-staff
https://www.ontario.ca/page/agriculture-economic-development-program#section-4
https://www.ontario.ca/page/agriculture-economic-development-program#section-4
https://www.ontario.ca/page/use-soil-and-canada-land-inventory-information-agricultural-land-use-planning-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/soil-capability-agriculture-ontario
https://www.connecton.ca/ConnectOn/login.home
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