
Before you consider changes to your waterfront property, it is important to understand 
what is permitted under municipal and provincial policy.    
 
The Township of Tarbutt Official Plan, approved in 2015, provides the following standards 
which must be followed for waterfront development:  
 
B3.4.7 Shoreline Setbacks  
 
It shall be a policy of Council to protect lake and riparian ecosystems by encouraging, to the 
greatest degree possible, the retention of shoreline areas in a natural vegetated state. In this 
regard, the Zoning By-law will establish an appropriate setback to restrict the placement of 
buildings and structures within the shoreline area. New development on vacant lots of record 
adjacent to shorelines must maintain a setback consistent with the established building line of 
adjacent development. New shoreline lots shall be required to maintain a minimum 30 metre 
setback from the high water mark. 
 
Reconstruction, replacement and minor additions to legally existing buildings will be permitted 
provided such changes do not result in further encroachments into the shoreline setback. In 
addition, subdivision agreements, site plan control agreements may be utilized to further minimize 
impacts on natural shoreline features. 
 
Filling, dredging and/or other shoreline alterations within 30 metres of fish habitat areas is 
prohibited and may be subject to enforcement by the Federal Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans. Subject to the approval of Council, the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Federal 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans, new development may be approved in shoreline areas, 
adjacent to and within the required setback, subject to a satisfactory Environmental Impact Study 
being completed, which shows that development will not have a negative impact.  
 
In some cases it is recognized that landowners may apply to seek relief from the required 
shoreline setback. In reviewing such cases, the Committee of Adjustment or Council shall be 
satisfied that the reduction will not adversely impact environmental features or functions, and: 
 

a) The proposed setback is reasonable based on the size, shape and/or topography of 
the lot; or  
 

b) Mitigative measures have been provided to ensure the intent of Section B3.1 is 
maintained.  

 
 
The Township’s Zoning By-law, regulates how specific lands and buildings can be used, types 
of buildings permitted, and where they can be located. The following requirements are in place 
for waterfront development:   
 
6.1 “Shoreline Residential Zone” – no person shall hereafter use or permit the use of land, 
building or structure and no person shall erect or permit the erection of any building or structure 
in the Shoreline Residential Zone except in accordance with the following provisions.  
 
6.2 “Permitted Uses”  
 

• One residential dwelling per lot.  



• Community centres, parks, playgrounds, recreational buildings and other similar uses 
intended to serve seasonal residence.  

• Accessory uses such as boathouses, out houses, docks, saunas, utility sheds and other 
similar accessory uses.  

 
6.3 “Regulations” – the regulations respecting lot size, frontage, coverage, and yards are shown 
on Table 1 of the Zoning By-law.  
 
7.1 “Summer Cottage Zone” – no person shall hereafter use or permit the use of land, building 
or structure and no person shall erect or permit the erection of any building or structure in the 
Summer Cottage Zone except in accordance with the following provisions.  
 
7.2 “Permitted Uses”   
 

• One seasonal dwelling unit.  
• Parks, playgrounds, recreational buildings, and other uses intended to serve seasonal 

residence.  
• Existing permanent residential dwellings on the day of the passing of this By-law.  

 
Please contact the Township Office at 705-782-6776  should you have any questions about these, 
or any other requirements.  
 
 


