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THE TOWNSHIP OF TARBUTT
Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 at 5:30 pm
Township Council Chambers, 27 Barr Road S.

PRESENT: Lennox Smith, Mayor
Ursula Abbott
David Farrar
Darren McClelland
Jacqui Nagel

STAFF: Mike Pigeon, Road Superintendent (6:10 pm to 6:30)
Jared Brice, Deputy Clerk/Planning Coordinator (6:10 to 7:20)
Jillian Hayes Elliott, Treasurer (6:10 pm to 7:20)
Carol Trainor, CAO/Clerk

1. CALL TO ORDER

Request to amend the order of the agenda in order to hear from the Township
solicitor in accordance with Sec. 239 (2) (f) of the Municipal Act.

2. DISCLOSURES OF PECUNIARY INTEREST

3. PREVIOUS MINUTES
a. Minutes of the regular Council meeting held October 16, 2025.

The Clerk advised that the minutes of the November 5 Special Council meeting
will be circulated at the next meeting.

Resolution No: 2025 - 178

Moved by: D. Farrar Seconded by: D. McClelland

Be it resolved that the minutes of the regular Council meeting held October 16,
2025 be adopted as circulated.

Carried

4, DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS
5. CLOSED SESSION

Resolution No: 2025 - 179

Moved by: D. McClelland Seconded by: D. Farrar

Be it resolved Council move into closed session at 5:27 pm under Section 239 (2)
subs. (c) of the Municipal Act, 2001, in order to discuss a proposed or pending
acquisition or disposition of land by the municipality or local board; and
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Section 239, subs. (f), advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including
communications necessary for that purpose.
Carried

o Disposition of Land (2)
¢ Judicial Review Update

Resolution No: 2025 — 180

Moved by: U. Abbott  Seconded by: J. Nagel

Be it resolved that Council rise from closed session at 6:05 pm; and

That staff be directed to advise the representative solicitor of council’s decision in
the matter of the Judicial Review; and

That the proposal to purchase municipal lands to the east of the subject property
be denied as it is required for municipal purposes; and

That the lawyer for the property owner be advised that Council does not wish to
purchase the private portion of Range Lights Road as it is not in the best interest
of the municipality or the Township’s residents.

Carried

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
a. Disbursements for the month of October, 2025

Resolution No: 2025 - 181

Moved by: J. Nagel Seconded by: U. Abbott

Be it resolved that the payment log for the month of October 25, in the amount of
$162,934.88 be approved as circulated.

Carried

STAFF AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. Report from the Roads Superintendent

Resolution No: 2025 - 182
Moved by: U. Abbott  Seconded by: J. Nagel

Be it resolved that the verbal report from the Road Superintendent be received;
and

That The Council of The Township of Tarbutt supports the recommendation put
forward by the East Algoma Road Superintendents Association (EARSA), in

principle, regarding bids on the annual amalgamated tenders for road resurfacing.
Carried

b. 2026 Firefighter Training Expenses

Resolution No: 2025 — 183
Moved by: D. McClelland Seconded by: D. Farrar
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Be it resolved that the report from the Training Officer regarding proposed training
expenses for the year 2026 be received; and

That Council authorize the Fire Chief to proceed with the payment of firefighter
training expenses prior to the formal approval of the 2026 municipal budget, in an
amount not to exceed $6500, to cover expenses for the Ontario Fire Marshal
certification courses being hosted at the Sault Ste. Marie Regional Training Centre;
and

That Council authorize the payment for the Fire Chief and a member of the Fire
Department to attend the Northeastern Firefighter Educational Conference in the
spring of 2026 prior to the formal approval of the 2026 municipal budget in an
amount not to exceed $3000; and

That the prepayment be funded in part from the 2025 Fire Department training
budget, with reimbursement to occur upon adoption of the 2026 budget.

Carried

c. Report on the 2025 Municipal Finance Officers’ Association Workshop

Resolution No: 2025 — 184
Moved by: D. McClelland Seconded by: D. Farrar
Be it resolved that the report from the Treasurer regarding attendance at the

Municipal Finance Officers’ Association (MFOA) Northern Workshop be received.
Carried

d. Township Guaranteed Investment Certificates

Resolution No: 2025 - 185
Moved by: U. Abbott Seconded by: J. Nagel
Be it resolved that Council supports an investment strategy that allows the

Treasurer to actively manage GICs and other investments throughout the year.
Carried

e. Investment Policy

The Treasurer advised that she participated in an investment session as part of
the MFOA workshop, focusing on the benefits of various types of investments, and
in particular, ONE Investment through LAS/AMO, which is dedicated only to
municipal investment programs.

The Treasurer suggested that an Investment Policy be prepared and presented at
the December meeting. Council concurred.

Resolution No: 2025 - 186
Moved by: D. Farrar Seconded by: D. McClelland
Be it resolved that the information provided by the Treasurer regarding the

importance of an Investment Policy be presented at the next Council meeting.
Carried
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f. Christmas Holiday Hours

Resolution No: 2025 — 187

Moved by: J. Nagel Seconded by: D. Farrar

Be it resolved that the report from the CAO/Clerk regarding the Christmas Holiday
shutdown be received; and

That Council authorizes the closure of the municipal office from 12:00 pm on
Wednesday, December 24 until 9 am on Monday, January 5, 2025; and that landfill
hours on Wednesdays, December 24 and December 31, be reduced to 12:00 to
4:00 pm.

Carried

g. Report of the CAO/Clerk

The Clerk advised that there has been some discussion among area clerks

regarding the resolution put forward by the Eastern Algoma Road Supers (EARS)
Association.

Resolution No: 2025 - 188

Moved by: D. McClelland Seconded by: D. Farrar

Be it resolved that the Report from the Clerk for November 2025 be received; and
That staff be authorized to submit an application to the Ministry of Transportation
for the Pothole Prevention and Repair Program; and

That staff compose a letter to The Township of Laird regarding access to fuel, and

That the Clerk be authorized to apply for one youth position through Canada
Summer Jobs.

Carried
BY-LAWS

INFORMATION / CORRESPONDENCE

a. Notice of Decision from the Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board
Re: Application for consent, 134 Brown’s Island Road

b. Resolution from the Northern Ontario Women’s Association
Re: Ensuring Leadership, Safety and Well Being under Bill 5

c. Notice of Passing of a Zoning By-law Amendment
Re: 179 Brown'’s Island Road

d. Press Release from FONOM dated November 6, 2025
Re: Ontario’s Fall Economic Statement

X



10.

11.

The Township of Tarbutt
Council minutes of November 19, 2025

e. Press Release from FONOM dated November 10, 2025
Re: Pothole Prevention and Repair Program

Resolution No: 2025 - 189

Moved by: U. Abbott Seconded by: J. Nagel

Be it resolved that correspondence items a) through e) be received; and

That the Council of The Township of Tarbutt support the resolution from the
Northern Ontario Women's Association with respect to Bill 5.

Carried

OTHER BUSINESS

Tulloch has advised area municipalities that they will no longer be providing
Building Services as of May, 2026. The City of Sault Ste. Marie has offered to host
a virtual meeting with area clerks to discuss the possibility of providing building
inspection services to Central Algoma. A separate meeting of the area Clerks will
be held in December to discuss opportunities for sharing building services.

Town Hall meetings are being held in the area to make residents aware of fibre
optics and opportunities to sign on with POMEGRAN and Rock Networks. There
is very little information about who to contact or when and where meetings are heid
and Tarbutt has not been asked to host a meeting or to share the information.

Council discussed a request to place a sea can on lands accessed by a private
road. The Township’s By-law states that sea cans are not permitted in any
shoreline property or island zone, regardless of whether it has private access.

The property on Government Road with multiple camper trailers continues to
generate calls to members of Council. The Township’s lawyer has been advised,
and staff are waiting for advice before taking further action. The Health Unit has
been asked to attend the property on numerous occasions, and the Chief Building
Official has been to the property, spoken with the resident but has no authority.

Staff met with two cleaning companies regarding contracts to clean the office and

the MacLennan Hall but only one quote has been received. Council agreed to go
ahead with the quote received, at least in the interim.

CONFIRMATION BY-LAW

Resolution No: 2025 — 190
Moved by: D. Farrar Seconded by: D. McClelland
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Be it resolved that leave be granted to introduce By-law 2025-28, being a By-law
to confirm the proceedings of the regular Council meeting, held this Nineteenth
day of November, 2025; and

That said by-law be read a first, and taken as read a second and third time and
finally passed this Nineteenth day of November, 2025.

Carried.

ADJOURNMENT

Resolution No: 2025 — 191

Moved by: J. Nagel Seconded by: U. Abbott

Be it resolved that the regular council meeting, held this Nineteenth day of
November, 2025 adjourn at 7:36 pm, to meet again at it's regularly scheduled
meeting date of Wednesday, December 17, 2025, beginning at 4:00 pm with a

presentation on the Township’s Asset Management Plan.
Carried
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Lennox Smith, Mayor

e

Carol O. Trainor, Clerk
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