THE TOWNSHIP OF TARBUTT
COUNCIL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 19, 2025
CONSENT AGENDA

a. Draft Resolution from FONOM |
Re: Planned Closure of LifeLabs Laboratory in Greater Sudbury

S

b. Draft Resolution from FONOM
Re: Support for the Prescription Diversion Partnership

c. Letter from the Central Algoma Land Trust
Re: Thank you for supporting the organization in 2025.

d. Resolution from the County of Prince Edward
Re: Support for Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025
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e. Resolution from the Municipality of Highlands East

- Lo

Re: Remove the GST/HST from all new homes purchased as primary
residences in Ontario to stimulate the construction of new homes

f. Flyer from Regen Natural Resources Ltd. =
Re: Low Cost Strategic Tree Planting funding available

g. Flyer from PomeGran and Rock Networks 8

Re: Tarbutt Community Information Meeting

Recommendation: Be it resolved that correspondence items a through f on the Consent
Agenda dated February 19, 2025 be received; and

That The Township of Tarbutt supports the draft resolution from FONOM opposing the
planned closure of LifeLabs laboratory in Greater Sudbury and requesting the Province
to take immediate action to ensure that essential medical laboratory services within
Northern Ontario remain accessible; and

That The Township of Tarbutt support the Resolution from FONOM requesting that the
Province and the Ministry of Health review and consider the recommendations of the
Partnership and Collaboration Project to reduce prescription drug diversion, including
regulatory, prescribing, dispensing and prevention strategies; and

That The Township of Tarbutt support the resolution from the County of Prince Edward
strongly urging the provincial government to support Bill 21, the Protect Our Food Act,
and to take every measure to protect farmland to prevent further losses and ensure the
future of agriculture in Ontario; and

That the Township of Tarbutt support the resolution from the Municipality of Highlands
East calling on the Provincial and Federal Governments to remove the HST/GST from all
new homes purchased as primary residences in Ontario to stimulate new construction.




Planned Closure of LifeLabs Laboratory in Greater Sudbury

WHEREAS LifeLabs has announced its intention to close its Greater Sudbury laboratory,
and the transfer of medical specimen processing from Northern Ontario to laboratories in
southern Ontario; and

WHEREAS the Greater Sudbury laboratory provides essential diagnostic services to
communities across Northern Ontario, including urban, rural, and remote municipalities, and
plays a critical role in ensuring timely and reliable medical testing for Northern residents; and

WHEREAS patients with chronic illness, newborns, long-term care residents, and individuals on
time-sensitive medications depend on predictable laboratory turnaround times to support clinical
decision-making; and

WHEREAS transporting medical specimens long distances to southern Ontario increases the
risk of delays, specimen degradation, and retesting, particularly during frequent winter highway
closures—potentially jeopardizing patient outcomes; and

WHEREAS Northern Ontario is already experiencing shortages of health-care professionals,
and the closure of this laboratory further undermines regional workforce stability, training
capacity, and recruitment and retention efforts;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the " Municipality call on the Province
of Ontario and the Ministry of Health to take immediate action to ensure that essential
medical laboratory services remain accessible within Northern Ontario, including
maintaining local laboratory processing capacity in Greater Sudbury; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Province be urged to ensure reliable, timely, and
medically appropriate laboratory turnaround times for Northern Ontario patients,
recognizing the unique geographic and climatic challenges of the region; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Province be requested to protect and support the
Northern Ontario health-care workforce, including medical laboratory technologists, by

preventing further service centralization that disproportionately impacts Northern communities;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Minister of
Health, local Members of Provincial Parliament, FONOM, AMO, and ROMA.



Support for the Prescription Diversion Partnership and Collaboration Project
“The Birth of Change”

moved, SECONDED by , that

WHEREAS prescription drug diversion, particularly involving regulated opioids and other
controlled medications, presents a serious and growing risk to public health, community safety,
and vulnerable populations across Ontario, including Northern and rural communities; and

WHEREAS evidence from law enforcement, health professionals, and community drug strategy
partners demonstrates that diverted prescription medications are contributing to substance
misuse, criminal activity, and increased strain on health, social, and enforcement systems
throughout Northern Ontario

WHEREAS the Partnership and Collaboration Project, “The Birth of Change” (written by
the North Bay Police Services and Community Drug Strategy of North Bay & Area), brings
together law enforcement, addiction medicine specialists, pharmacists, public health partners,
and community organizations to address prescription diversion through a collaborative,
evidence-based, and multi-sector approach

WHEREAS the project identifies practical regulatory, prescribing, dispensing, and prevention
measures intended to reduce diversion while maintaining appropriate access to medically
necessary pain management and addiction treatment services; and

WHEREAS municipalities across Northern Ontario are experiencing the downstream impacts of
prescription diversion, including pressures on emergency services, policing, housing stability,
and community well-being;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipality formally
supports the Partnership and Collaboration Project, “The Birth of Change” and its
objectives to reduce prescription drug diversion through coordinated, evidence-based action; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Municipality calls on the
Province of Ontario, including the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Mental Health and
Addictions, to review and give serious consideration to the project’s recommendations,
including regulatory, prescribing, dispensing, and prevention strategies aimed at mitigating
prescription diversion while protecting patient care; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Municipality encourage
continued provincial engagement with municipalities, law enforcement, health professionals,
pharmacists, and community partners to ensure that solutions are practical, regionally
appropriate, and responsive to the realities faced by Northern Ontario communities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Minister of
Health, the Associate Minister of Mental Health and Addictions, Sgt. Brad Reaume,
Northern Ontario Members of Provincial Parliament, NOMA, AMO and ROMA.
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The Corporation of the Township of Tarbutt
Carol Trainor

27 Barr Road South, R.R.# 1

Desbarats, ON POR 1E0

On behalf of the turtles, loons, otters, moose, and all of the wildlife of the Central Algoma region, thank you for your
generous support of the Central Algoma Land Trust in 2025.

Because of your support this past year, we have been able to continue our vital work protecting the natural beauty of
Central Algoma. From monitoring bats, salamanders, bluebirds, and water quality, to ensuring local wetlands remain
a safe haven for our beloved species, and even educating the next generation of land stewards, your contributions
are directly preserving the character of the land we all love.

Please find your tax summary for 2025 attached. If you have any questions or concerns about your summary, please
contact Jennifer at jennifer@calt.ca or 705-782-2200.

Thank you again!

Carter Dorscht

Executive Director

Central Algoma Land Trust

Conservation Centre: 705-782-2200

Cell: 705-257-5199

carter@calt.ca

www.calt.ca

"Please consider the Central Algoma Land Trust in your estate plans and will”

Central Algoma Land Trust is a registered charity. Charitable Registration Number 874003817 RR0001.



@ From the Office of the Clerk

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward

The County T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY + ONTARIO clerks@pecounty.on.ca | www.thecounty.ca

February 6, 2026

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of January 29, 2026 the following
resolution regarding support for Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025 was carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-32

DATE: January 29, 2026

MOVED BY: Councillor Prinzen

SECONDED BY: Councillor MacNaughton
WHEREAS arable land is a critical finite resource; and

WHEREAS Ontario has lost 2.8 million acres of farmland in the last three decades;
and

WHEREAS Ontario loses as much as 319 acres of farmland a day; and

WHEREAS Ontario's farmland provides food, fiber and fuel to all of Ontario and
beyond,;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the County of Prince
Edward support Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025 and strongly urges the provincial
government to support this and every measure to protect our farmland, to
aggressively prevent further losses and to ensure the future of agriculture in Ontario
for future generations; and

THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of Ontario; the Minister of
Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation
and Parks; Guelph MPP Mike Schreiner, Haldimand-Norfolk MPP Bobbi Ann Brady,
Bay of Quinte MPP Tyler Allsopp, the Ontario Federation of Agriculture, the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario, and all Municipalities in Ontario.

CARRIED

Yours truly,

ot O

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor Prinzen, Councillor Branderhorst
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Robyn Rogers, Municipal Clerk
Municipality of Highlands East
P.O. Box 295, 2249 Loop Road
Wilberforce, Ontario, Canada
KOL 3CO

705-448-2981 Ext.422

February 11, 2026

Via Email:

Prime Minister Mark Carney

Minister of Finance and National Revenue Francois-Philippe Champagne
Minister of Housing, Infrastructure Gregor Robertson
Premier of Ontario Doug Ford

Ontario Minister of Finance Peter Bethlenfalvy

Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Rob Flack
Member of Parliament Jamie Schmale

Member of Provincial Parliament Laurie Scott

Associations of Ontario Municipalities

All Ontario Municipalities

Haliburton County Home Builders Association

Re: Resolution — Affordable Housing

The Council for the Municipality of Highlands East at their Regular Meeting of Council on February 10,
2026, approved the following resolution:

Resolution # 2026-63

That Council for the Municipality of Highlands East receive and supports the Haliburton County Home
Builders Association motion pertaining to affordable housing and;

Further That Council put forward the following;
Whereas housing affordability is one of the most pressing issues facing Ontario families; Whereas the

current HST rate on new homes in Ontario is 13%, which adds tens of thousands of dollars to the cost
of a typical home;

Whereas the federal and provincial governments have announced GST relief only for first-time
homebuyers on new-built homes; and

Whereas according to research conducted by the Ontario Homebuilders’ Association, first-time home

Twitter: https://twitter.com/highlands east #MyHighlandsEast

Like us on Facebook: http://facebook.com/highlandseast

Instagram: highlandseast
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Robyn Rogers, Municipal Clerk
Municipality of Highlands East
P.O. Box 295, 2249 Loop Road
Wilberforce, Ontario, Canada
KOL 3CO

705-448-2981 Ext.422

buyers currently represent approximately 5% of the new home market; and

Whereas a full PST exemption would stimulate the construction of an additional 53,000 new homes, on
top of the roughly 80,000 homes already expected to be available for sale by 2026 — bringing the total
to approximately 132,000 units.

Therefore, Be It Resolved That the Council of the Municipality of Highlands East calls on the

Government of Canada and the Government of Ontario to remove the GST/HST from all new homes
purchased as primary residences in Ontario; and

Be It Further Resolved That this resolution be circulated to the Prime Minister of Canada, Minister of
Finance, and the Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities; And to the Premier of Ontario,
the Ontario Minister of Finance, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, our local MP and MPP,
the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, and to all municipalities in Ontario

Carried

If there is anything further that you require, please contact the undersign.

Sincerely,

Pogpen

Robyn Rogers

Twitter: https://twitter.com/highlands east #MyHighlandsEast

Like us on Facebook: http://facebook.com/highlandseast

Instagram: highlandseast
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GROWING VALUE

Low-Cost Strategic Tree Planting 5
for Long-Term Economic Growth | J 30-90%

off cligible costs

FREE

Fundin y "’--,‘t S5 . B ' contributions
Available! -~ S

Minimum criteria of 500
trees. Approximately
0.6acres or two rows at
S00 meters. By

,
I5ikg .—_1‘-‘ POL

4484 Benefits from planting rows of trees (shelterbelt)

WERIE

« Reduce frost occurrence, to extend the growing season. - 2 S ‘.
v* Keep soil in place, improving crop establishment. et
+ Reduce pesticide and fertilizer drift, keeping inputs where theyre intended.
v Increase crop uniformity by reducing stress across the field.

« Lower exposure to cold winds, protecting crops from damage and
improving survival rates.

v~ Trap and eventy dlstnbute snow, wnprovmg spring so:l moisture recharge

v Stabilize streambanks, reducing erosion and land loss.
v Filter sediment, nutrients, and runoff, improving water quality.
+ Reduce flooding impacts by slowing and absorbing high flows.

v Reduce nutrient and fertilizer loss from adjacent fields.
v’ Improve resilience to drought and extreme weather.
+ Protect downstream infrastructure, including culverts, roads, bridges.' :
v Increase groundwater recharge by slowing surface runoff.

#% Benefits from all tree planting:

v Provide long-term carbon storage, contributing to climate resilience.
v Increase property value and farm aesthetics. s
v Enhance biodiversity by providing habitat for birds and beneficial insects. L. O
" Enrich recreational activities to improve the health and wellness of local communitie

R et L]

For more information contact regenforestry@bell.net

Regen Natural Resources LTD 705-542-4431 DIRIE) IEESUUI S



COMMUNITY

INFORMATION
MEETING

FREE FIBRE-TO-THE-HOME CONNECTION

Residents of Tarbutt Township are
invited to a community meeting
to learn about the free fibre-to-the-

home connection coming to the
area.

— Date: Tuesday, March 3, 2026
Time: 7:00 p.m.
9 Location: MacLennan Hall

762 MacLennan Road North,
Desbarats ;

& Learn what the project means
for your property

Understand the consent process .
for your free fibre drop

g’ Project timeline and construction overview

q’ Meet the PomeGran project team

q Questions welcome

-

Company Contact: Robert Peace 647-778—é6§6
Robert.Peace@rocknetworks.com
(@) Hosted by PomeGran — NIVO
ok the company building the local fibre network. nivo.ca

5



